































manager.	“We are the first and only dairy in the world that is certified to produce PLA containers that	
completely	biodegrade	in	60	to	100	days	when	placed	in	a	landfill.”










Growing a New Plastic
	 In	 the	 1967	 movie	 “The	










































pounds—just	 a	 blip	 in	 an	 annual	








































for	 almost	 all	 plastics	manufactur-





	 In	 fact,	 con-
sumers	may	have	
already	 handled	






























	 And	with	 each	 application	 and	
product	made	with	bioplastics	from	
Clinton’s	 Mirel	 plant,	 the	 future	
becomes	a	little	brighter	for	the	envi-
ronment	and	for	Iowa’s	economy.
	 This	 “Iowa	 Innovators”	 article	 is	 a	
joint	 project	 of 	 the	 Iowa	Department	 of 	
Economic	 Development	 and	 the	 Iowa	
Newspaper	Association.	If 	you	have	business	
stories	to	share	in	a	future	column,	contact	
IDED,	 200	 East	 Grand	 Avenue,	













	 Naturally	 Iowa	 is	 a	 two-year-
old	dairy	 located	 in	 the	 southwest	





















Added	 Agricultural	 Products	 and	
Processes	 Financial	 Assistance	
Program.
	 According	 to	 Dick	 	 Jensen,	
Naturally	Iowa	operations	manager,	
the	 dairy	 processes	 and	 produces	











in	 sustainable	 resource	 manage-










	 Naturally	 Iowa	 purchased	 the	




PLA	 containers	 that	 completely	
biodegrade	in	60	to	100	days	when	
placed	in	a	landfill,”	says	Jensen.	
	 Facing	 a	 host	 of 	 fierce	 national	
and	regional	competitors	that	include	



















	 A	 recent	 study	









natura l 	 dairy	










Iowa	 the	 ability	 to	 deliver	 our	
products	 to	 organic,	 natural,	 and	





	 Building	 on	 the	 growth	 of 	 the	
organic	and	natural-foods	movement,	












	 	 This	 “Iowa	 Innovators”	 article	 is	
a	 joint	 project	 of 	 the	 Iowa	Department	
of 	Economic	Development	 and	 the	 Iowa	
Newspaper	Association.	If 	you	have	business	
stories	to	share	in	a	future	column,	contact	
IDED,	 200	 East	 Grand	 Avenue,	
















	 The	 $50-million	 expansion	will	
allow	the	company	to	better	serve	its	
medical,	manufacturing	and	indus-
trial	 customers	 throughout	 the	 12	
Midwest	and	Western	states	in	which	
Linweld	currently	operates.
	 The	project,	 the	 first	air	 separa-
tion	 facility	of 	 its	
kind	 in	 the	 state,	
wa s 	 awarded	
High	 Qual i ty	
Jobs	 Creation	
( HQ JC ) 	 t a x	
benefits	 from	 the	
Iowa	Department	
o f 	 Economic	













in	 retail	 operations	 in	 seven	 Iowa	












	 “The	 new	 facility	 will	 help	 us	



























with	 overseas	 competitors,”	 says	
Vasek.	
	 When	the	Linweld	air	separation	





































	 “As	 a	 member	 of 	 a	 worldwide	
industrial	gas	organization,	we	have	






needed	 to	 construct	 our	 facility	 to	
better	serve	our	customers.”	
	 This	 “Iowa	 Innovators”	 article	 is	 a	
joint	 project	 of 	 the	 Iowa	Department	 of 	
Economic	 Development	 and	 the	 Iowa	
Newspaper	Association.	If 	you	have	business	
stories	to	share	in	a	future	column,	contact	
IDED,	 200	 East	 Grand	 Avenue,	
D e s 	 M o i n e s , 	 I A 	 5 0 3 0 9 .	
1-800-245-IOWA.
Grimes
